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In discussions about education with various Indian People interested 
in that topic, in the wake of the recent cutbacks, one Band 
Education Counsellor related her thoughts to me: 


It seems that we are getting more and more 
graduates from the post-secondary level 

who are continuing to College and University 
to a variety of career courses that are at 
the professional level. Prior to this 
Indian Affairs were nagging Indian People 

to educate themselves and now that they are, 
Indian Affairs is setting cutbacks to the 
Post-Secondary Education. 


Her words need no elaboration. They encapsulate perfectly a re- 
curring theme in the relationship between the Department of Indian 
Affairs and Indian People. Any progress that is shown by Indian 
People is always quickly arrested. 


Education is the one avenue through which Indian People can come 

to realize their many hopes and aspirations. The attainment of 
these goals is seriously thwarted by the effects of the government's 
budgetary cutbacks. 


fee UR POSE. OF STUDY: 


This study is not intended to be a comprehsnsive analysis of the 
effects or the government's budgetary cucbacks on Indian post- 
secondary education. Its purpose is primarily to get some general 
idea of the extent of the impact of the cutbacks. 


IIL. METHODOLOGY: 


Two major considerations governed the approach to be taken in this 
study: 


1. Time was extremely limited. 
Ze tent nrommatiOn Sought had to be upsto-cdate. 
Tne study was done in two phases. 


Pirst, the extent of the cutbacks had to be determined. This 
information had to be gotten from the Department of Indian Affairs 
and Northern Development (D.I.A.N.D.) Regional and District 
Offices. It was thought that this could be most easily and. 
expeditiously achieved via the Provincial and Territorial 
G@xganization's Education Officers, so they were asked to collect 
the data. , 


The second phase involved the determination of the impact of the 
cutbacks on post-secondary education. 


Essentially two questions had to be answered here: 

1. How many students have been totally denied 
education assistance, rendering them unable 
to pursue post-secondary studies? 

2. How may students have continued their post- 


secondary studies but have been partially 
denied education assistance? 
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A STUDY OF THE IMPACT OF THE- BUDGETARY 
CUTBACKS ON INDIAN POST-SECONDARY 
PuUUCAT LON ©COR 2926. —~ LOL9 


It was felt that this type of up-to-date information would be best 
gotten from the Bands and individual students. The bulk of this: 
data therefore came from them. 


ov, EXTENT OF CUTBACKS: 


Table I provides a picture of the dollar allocation in post- 
secondary education. Budgetary allotments for the year 1978 - 1979 
are compared to the allotments for 1977 - 1978. These figures 

then are expressed in percentage increases or decreases. The 

table is self-explanatory. (My apologies for not being able to 
complete this portion of the study). 
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A STUDY OF THE IMPACT OF THE BUDGETARY 
CUTBACKS ON INDIAN POST-SECONDARY 
EDUCATION FOR 1978 - 1979 


Veo rrect OF CUTBACKS: 


A total of 484 students comprised the sample group used in this 
Study. This number is then broken down provincially. The sample, 
as can be seen from Table II, is fairly representative of all 

the provinces in Canada that have a significant post-secondary 
student population. 


Table II needs little explanation. Each provincial sample is 
analysed numerically in terms of the first question put forward 

in the methodology. Column I represents the total student sample; 
column II represents the number of students out of the sample 

that were able to pursue post-secondary studies; and column III 
represents those students out of the total sample that had 
discountinued their studies because they were denied post-secondary 
education assistance. 


40 students of the overall total sample had to discontinue their 
post-secondary education. 
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Paowuby OF THe LMPACT. OF THE. BUDGETARY 
CUTBACKS ON INDIAN POST-SECONDARY 
MDUCATION- FOR 1978-— 1979 


Table IV looks at the second question proposed in the methodology: 
how many students have been able to pursue post-secondary studies 
but because of the cutbacks, have been partially denied education 
assistance? Column I, here, represents the number-of students 

out of the total sample that have continued their post-secondary 
education. Column II reflects the nunber of students that have 
been partially denied assistance. Finally, Column III expresses 
the number of students that have partially been denied assistance, 
as a percentage of the total number of students that continued 
their studies. 


86 students out of A447, 19.4%, were partially denied assistance. 
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A STUDY OF THE IMPACT OF THE BUDGETARY 
CUTBACKS ON INDIAN POST-SECONDARY 
EDUCATION FOR 1978 -— 1979 


Table V examines the question: how many students overall, out 
of the student sample, are in one way or another (totally or 
partially) adversely affected by the budgetary cutbacks? This 
figure is then expressed as a percentage in Column TII. 


Out of a sample of 484 students, 126 students, 26%, were adversely 
affected by the cutbacks. 
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A STUDY OF THE IMPACT OF THE BUDGETARY 
CUTBACKS ON INDIAN POST-SECONDARY 
BOUCABION FOR 197 8i—) 1979 


VI. CONCLUSION: 


The only conclusion that can be drawn as a result of this study 
even though the data respecting the extent of the cutbacks is 
incomplete at this time, is that the budgetary cutbacks imposed 
by the Government are having very serious and injurious effects 
fee POSt-secondary education of Indian students. 


It is appropriate here to incorporate a general description of 
the situation given by a Chief in response to a request for data 
respecting post-secondary education: 


Our Band has worked very hard to make it 
possible for students to complete their 
secondary education. We have a new K - 10 
school under construction. We have some 
very bright students who can benefit from 
College and University and it is hard to 
encourage them to keep working towards 
this when they hear that it has been cut- 
Cli ews eaLscouraging to their parents 
who know they will not be able to pay for 
post-secondary education that their 
children have earned. Almost 60% of our 
population is under 20 years old and 85% 
is under 40 years old. Our children are 
our future. We should be helping them 
instead of cutting them off from their 
goals. 


DAVID NAHWEGAHBOW 
EDUCATION CONSULTANT 
NOVEMBER 1978 
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